Appropriateness of Design Features

A pool of 26 design features was sorted into three levels of
importance in contributing to a supportive environment by
two of the researchers, drawing on their familiarity with
the Creative Living apartment complex and residents' testi-
mony.  The primary criterion used in sorting the items was
their contribution to residents' independence.  This kind of
evaluation would be of use at the programming and schematic
design stages of a project when space and hardware decisions
can still be made.

The list that resulted is shown below in alphabetical order.
Most Important for a Supportive Environment

Automatic main door to building

Emergency call system

Environmental controls

Kitchen and living room tables

Patio doors

Portable "on call" system

Site location

Site plan

Storage space

Unit front doors

Unit layout

Intermediate  Importance  for  a  Supportive  Environment

Bathroom medicine  cabinet

Bathroom sink

Drapery  and  window  controls

Interior  court  walk  overhang

Kitchen  counter   space

Kitchen  refrigerator

Kitchen  sink

Kitchen  stove

Wall  corner  protectors

Window  size

Least Important for a Supportive Environment

Bedroom size

Fences around the property

Kitchen oven

Laundry room

Lounge size/location/decor

Shower
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